
In defense of freedom of speech 
 

Even if the 30-day investigation of Professor Churchill does not result in any action against him, the simple fact that he was formally investigated for his 
ideas will have a tremendous chilling effect on free speech.  In effect, it will silence faculty, who will have to think twice before they consider expressing 
anything that might bring an investigation upon them as well. ~ Mark Silverstein, Legal Director, ACLU-CO

 
We, the undersigned 199 faculty of the University of Colorado at Boulder, stand behind the Arts & Sciences Council’s Resolution on Issues of Academic 
Freedom and Due Process Raised in the Case of Professor Ward Churchill, which was passed on February 10, 2005 with overwhelming support by elected 
representatives to the Arts & Sciences Council, the faculty governance body of the College of the Arts & Sciences. 
 
The resolution: 

 upholds the principles of academic freedom and freedom of speech as crucial to the fundamental mission of the university: the discovery, critical 
evaluation, and free dissemination of knowledge both as an intrinsic good in its own right and for the sake of the larger society of which the university is 
part; 

 calls on all officers of the University to uphold their duty to create, foster, and defend an environment in which ideas may be openly exchanged even in the 
face of widespread doubt, incomprehension, and hostility; 

 defends Professor Churchill’s right to speak what he believes to be the truth, whether we personally or collectively agree with him or not; 
 emphasizes that the investigation of Professor Churchill's scholarly record has been initiated in direct response to criticisms of his ideas and without any 

prior formal complaint of specific professional or academic misconduct on his part; 
 protests the extraordinary ad-hoc 30-day investigation of the work of Professor Churchill as violating the moral principles and the standards of due process 

enshrined in the Faculty Handbook, the Laws of the Regents, and the very idea of the university itself; 
 demands that the investigation of Professor Churchill be stopped immediately. 

 
We are faculty in the College of Architecture & Planning, the College of Arts & Sciences, the Leeds School of Business, the School of Education, the College 
of Engineering & Applied Science, the School of Journalism & Mass Communication, and the College of Music. 
 
Signed: 
 

Ernesto Acevedo-Muñoz 
Len Ackland 
William W. Adams III 
Adélékè Adéèkó 
Arturo Aldama 
Mark Amerika 
Fred Anderson 
Virginia Anderson 
Elizabeth Arnould-Bloomfield  
Leonard Baca 
Julio Baena 
Lawrence Baggett 
Melinda Barlow 
George Bealer 
L. Michael Bell 
Shu-Ling Berggreen 
Bruce Bergner 
Marty Bickman 
Anne Bliss 
Scarlet Bowen 
William Bowman 
Christopher Braider 
Anna C. Brickhouse 
Derek Briggs 
Sheralee Brindell 
Esther Brown 
Matthew Brown 
Doug Burger 
Barbara P. Buttenfield 
Andrew Calabrese 
Kathleen Campbell 
Cynthia Carey 
Gregory Carey 
Arnab Chakladar 
Scott Chamberlin 
Frances Charteris 
Lucy Chester 
Albert Chong 
Dylan Clark 
Carol E. Cleland 
Andrew Cowell 
Jeffrey Cox 
Robert Craig 
Mel Cundiff 
Niels Damrauer 
Brian DeLay 
Barbara Demmig-Adams 
Jeffrey DeShell 
Richard Devin 
Nada Diachenko 
Pamela Diggle 
Charles Doersch 
Ruben Donato 
Marcia Douglas 
Liam Downey 
Katherine Eggert 
Sarah Elliott 
Jay Ellis 
Kathy Escamilla 
Carla Farsi 
Robert Ferry 
Nicholas Flores 
Valerie Forman 
Jeffrey Frykholm 
Suranjan Ganguly 
Jane Garrity 
Diana Geisler 

Matthew Gerber 
John C. Gibert 
Leland Giovannelli 
Donna Goldstein 
Patrick Greaney 
Julia Greene 
Steven Guberman 
Bette Hadler 
Martha Hanna 
Robert Hanna 
Lewis O. Harvey, Jr. 
Jill Heydt-Stevenson 
Cheryl Higashida 
Bruce Holsinger 
Eleanor A. Hubbard 
Peter Hunt 
Kelly Hurley 
Martha Hutchinson 
Betty Jackson 
Karen Jacobs 
Alison M. Jaggar 
Jose L. Jimenez 
Arthur Joyce 
Joseph B. Juhasz 
Samuel Junod 
Aachey Susan Jurow 
Keith A. Kearnes 
Phyllis Kenevan 
Padraic Kenney 
Laura Jennings Kepler 
Daniel W. Kim 
Ben Kirshner 
Mary Klages 
Faye Kleeman 
Terry Kleeman 
Eliza Klinger 
Janette Klingner 
Peter E. Knox 
Carl Koval 
Margaret D. LeCompte 
Haiyan Lee 
Mark Leiderman 
Thomas Lemieux 
Yan Linhart 
Mary Beth Lynch 
Michael Arnold Mages 
Suzanne Magnanini 
Rebecca Maloy 
Kathleen Man 
Nancy Mann 
David Mapel 
John Martin 
Cecile Matthey 
Stephanie Mayer 
Tom Mayer 
Dennis McGilvray 
William McGinley 
James McVey 
Kathy Merrill 
Laura A. Michaelis 
Peter Michelson 
Gifford Miller 
Bella Mody 
Don Monk 
Marguerite Moritz 
Mimi Mortimer 
Patricia Kyle Mosele 

Warren Motte 
Paul Thomas Murphy  
Lynn Nichols 
Linda Nicita 
Richard Noble 
Tim Oakes 
Valerie K. Otero 
Robert Pappalardo 
Bernadette Park 
Robert Pasnau 
Janice Peck 
Emma Perez 
Mark Pittenger 
Susan Prince 
Jeanne Quinn 
Albert Ramirez 
Gail Ramsberger 
John-Michael Rivera 
Brett Robbs 
Elizabeth Robertson 
Jeffrey C. Robinson 
Laurel Rasplica Rodd 
Lynn Ross-Bryant 
Kyoko Saegusa 
Leif Saul 
James R. Scarritt 
Brenda Schick 
Tim Seastedt 
Philip Shane 
Elizabeth Sheffield 
Kayann Short 
Rachel Silvey 
Joseph Smyth 
Naomi Soderstrom 
Ted Stark 
Sara Steen 
Chuck Stern 
Troy Storfjell 
Paul Strom     
Tin Tin Su 
Charlotte Sussman 
Clarissa Thompson 
Michael Tracey 
Robert Trager 
Vittorio Trionfi 
Pei-San Tsai 
Robert Tubbs 
Victoria Tuttle 
Luis Urrieta, Jr. 
Thomas Veblen 
Tomislava Vukicevic 
Lynne Walling 
Martin E. Walter 
Kevin Welner 
Carol Wessman 
William N. West 
Timothy B. Weston 
Linda White 
Edward W. Wiley 
Mark Winokur 
Vincent Woodard 
Siye Wu 
Emily T. Yeh 
Marcia A. Yonemoto 
John Zola

 
 
 

This message is an independent faculty statement and  
was paid for through private donations of the faculty signatories above. 

 
 


